Ebony Horse Club

Cloverleaf, Leeds

Taking young people out on horseriding trips builds confidence.

Group transport supports Cloverleaf’s work in the community.

Ebony Horse Club is a community
riding centre based in the
Coldharbour ward of Brixton – one
of the most disadvantaged inner city
neighbourhoods in the country.
The club helps local young people to
broaden their horizons and improve
their lives through working with horses
and horseriding.

‘they move on to
volunteering … even
mentoring other
young people’

‘It’s more than just participating in
a sport,’ explains Linda Hinds,
operations manager at the club.
‘The idea is that by learning to ride,
young people gain self-confidence
and valuable new skills – teamwork,
communications and timekeeping.
Through learning to look after horses,
young people develop responsibility
and respect for other living beings.
It really helps young people achieve
their potential.’
The club also employs two youth
workers who mentor young people
that may be experiencing significant
challenges at school and at home,
providing information, advice and
guidance – with many young people
inspired to go on to college, university
or horse-related careers.

‘We have 113 members – and each
young person is different,’ said Linda.
‘We do see young people learning
to ride who really enjoying working
with the horses. They move on to
volunteering, helping to get the
animals ready for sessions, then
helping out with lessons and even
mentoring other young people –
being a real part of their community
and developing a broad range of skills.
A big part of the club’s activity takes
people out of London, with trips out
to famous yards, eventing yards –
even playing polo. There is also an
annual trip to Wales to give young
people experience of hacking. L aSCoT
provide the transport for these trips,
helping to increase the club’s impact
by widening young people’s horizons.

‘we … have trained
people as volunteer
drivers … so we can
provide skills that
could lead to a job’

Leeds Alternative Travel provides
minibus transport and MiDAS training
for Cloverleafworld Ministries, helping
their work with the homeless in Leeds.
‘It started five years ago with a drive
to take the message we preach to a
more practical level,’ explains Pastor
Paul Okhuoya at Cloverleaf. ‘We started
going out into Leeds and, looking at
the needs there, we saw a real issue
with homelessness. So twice a week
for a year, we hit the streets, bringing
tea and sandwiches.
‘After a time, we wanted to add some
dignity to the process, bringing people
off the streets to a central place where
we could provide a hot meal. We were
able to secure a property and start
a monthly event we call Love Feast.
This is where we first encountered Leeds
Alternative Travel, which could provide
the transport we needed to bring up to
50 homeless people to our centre.
‘With many facing addiction problems,
it became clear that rather than just
feeding people we needed to think
about the causes of their homelessness.
We added a level of support to the
meal, helping people to start to
address their addiction problems,
building heathier and better habits.

‘Over time, this was reinforced
with trained counsellor volunteers,
volunteer medical students who
were at an appropriate stage in
their studies to help and, eventually,
a formal 12-step support programme –
Reconnect. So from taking sandwiches
out to the streets, we have grown to
helping people come in for hot food,
a clothes bank, professional counselling,
a formal support programme and
medical help.
‘An important part of addressing
homelessness is to equip people with
skills. This aspect of our work became
more important when we began
helping homeless migrant workers.
We bring people to our centre for a
job club and interview preparation –
and have trained people as volunteer
drivers using Leeds Alternative Travel’s
MiDAS programme so we can provide
skills that could lead to a job.
‘The range of services we provide
mean that we have to transport a lot of
people. Taxis are too expensive and
working with Leeds alternative Travel
means that we can support as many
people in the community as possible.‘

